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date of the filing of this report, that the Sec-
retary provide a bipartisan briefing on the 
status of completion of the project. 

The Port Fourchon, Belle Pass Channel, 
Louisiana, navigation project, authorized in 
WRDA 2020, features as a key component 100 
percent beneficial use disposal of project 
dredge material. The managers are encour-
aged that progress has been made between 
the Corps and the non-Federal sponsor in 
designating a beneficial use disposal site 
that will meet National Economic Develop-
ment goals, as well as satisfy the local com-
munity’s need for beneficial use disposal at 
impacted coastal areas. The Corps is ex-
pected to provide the non-Federal sponsor 
with a revised Project Management Plan 
(PMP), delineating tasks and costs associ-
ated with addressing remaining conditions 
contained in the Port Fourchon, Belle Pass 
Channel, Louisiana, authorization, including 
a revised dredge material disposal plan that 
will designate the beneficial use disposal 
site. As such, the managers direct the Sec-
retary to negotiate and complete a PMP that 
is satisfactory to the Secretary and the non- 
Federal sponsor, including the selection of a 
beneficial use disposal site agreed upon by 
the non-Federal sponsor, as soon as possible. 
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200TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED 
STATES AND MEXICO BILAT-
ERAL RELATIONS 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, on De-
cember 12, 1822, Jose Manuel Zozaya y 
Bermudez presented his credentials as 
Mexico’s Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to U.S. Presi-
dent James Monroe, which established 
formal relations between our two coun-
tries. 

On December 12, 2022, the United 
States and Mexico celebrated the 200th 
anniversary of our bilateral relations. 
Our relations with Mexico remain 
strong and vital, based on mutual re-
spect as sovereign states. Mexico re-
mains one of the United States’ closest 
and most valued partners. Our bilateral 
relationship directly benefits the lives 
and livelihoods of millions of Ameri-
cans and Mexicans, whether the issue 
is trade and economic development, 
educational and cultural exchange, cit-
izen security, control of illicit drugs, 
migration, human trafficking, entre-
preneurship, innovation, environ-
mental protection, climate change, or 
public health. 

The scope of relations between the 
United States and Mexico extends be-
yond diplomacy. It encompasses exten-
sive commercial, cultural, educational, 
and familial ties. Our countries share a 
2,000-mile border with 47 active land 
ports of entry. Hundreds of thousands 
of people cross the border legally each 
day, strengthening people-to-people 
ties and deepening our integration. In 
addition, an estimated 1.6 million U.S. 
citizens live in Mexico, and nearly 40 
million persons of Mexican descent re-
side in the United States. The U.S.- 
Mexico Interparliamentary Group has 
been held regularly since 1961 to bring 
together legislators from both coun-
tries to discuss priority issues and 
identify ways to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation. Although our countries 
share a great number of ties, without a 

doubt, our peoples represent our 
strongest, deepest and most lasting 
bond, which will unite us forever. The 
bicentennial celebration serves as an 
opportunity to honor our personal ties 
and our shared history, while affirming 
our commitment to build a brighter fu-
ture for our two nations. 

As the United States and Mexico re-
flect on 200 years of bilateral relations, 
we must celebrate the greatness of our 
peoples and commit to seize the oppor-
tunities ahead of us. The bicentennial 
allows us to reflect on our historical 
ties and grants us an opportunity to 
build on our shared priorities: eco-
nomic prosperity, clean energy, secu-
rity, migration, and our mutual under-
standing of one another. 

The United States and Mexico have 
enduring connections encompassing all 
aspects of life. As we address our 
shared challenges and work together 
for a prosperous future, we celebrate 
this era of cooperation and respect. 
This anniversary allows us to reflect 
on the past and more importantly, to 
chart a course for the future. 
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TRIBUTE TO ADMIRAL CHARLES 
A. RICHARD 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate ADM Charles 
‘‘Chas’’ A. Richard on his retirement 
from the U.S. Navy. I would also like 
to give my warm regards to his wife 
Lisa and children Chase, Ally, and 
Emily for supporting him throughout 
his years of selfless service to our 
country. 

Born in Decatur, AL, Admiral Rich-
ard is a dedicated officer who rep-
resents the best our Nation’s military 
has to offer. I have had the privilege of 
knowing the admiral since he took 
over for Gen. John E. Hyten at U.S. 
Strategic Command in 2019. 

As the ranking member on the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee’s Stra-
tegic Forces Subcommittee, we have 
direct oversight over STRATCOM’s 
mission areas. STRATCOM also hap-
pens to be located in Nebraska, the 
State I proudly represent in the U.S. 
Senate. For these reasons, I have had 
the opportunity to work closely with 
Admiral Richard, and I have come to 
appreciate his thoughtful insights and 
brilliant strategic mind. I know many 
in this Chamber have come to rely on 
him and his expertise, especially those 
of us working on nuclear deterrence. 

Like other distinguished STRATCOM 
commanders, he can say with pride, 
‘‘We deterred great power conflict and 
nuclear war’’ during one of the most 
challenging national security environ-
ments of the last six decades. For any 
STRATCOM commander, that is truly 
their greatest accomplishment. 

Admiral Richard has had a decisive 
impact on U.S. Strategic Command. He 
spearheaded the creation of the Risk of 
Strategic Deterrence Failure Assess-
ment. This assessment distilled a dec-
ade’s worth of analytics down to a set 
of fundamental questions and answers 

that were vital to reevaluating our 
strategic posture and reemphasizing 
the importance of strong deterrence. 
You only need to look at Russia’s con-
tinued war of aggression against 
Ukraine to understand the value of 
such analysis. 

Given STRATCOM’s mission is a 
global one, Admiral Richard never let 
one region of the world overshadow the 
serious threats posed by another. 

With respect to the Indo-Pacific, Ad-
miral Richard worked tirelessly to 
alert our country to the scope and 
speed of China’s military buildup, in-
cluding Beijing’s breathtaking expan-
sion of nuclear capabilities. He has 
been the canary in the coal mine, 
warning us all about the growing 
threats we face and the role nuclear de-
terrence must play in the 21st century. 

His foresight wasn’t just restricted to 
the rise of China. From day one, Admi-
ral Richard understood the need to ad-
dress our electronic warfare capabili-
ties. Under his leadership, STRATCOM 
created the first ever doctrine on Joint 
Electromagnetic Spectrum Operations, 
and he helped lead the development of 
NATO’s electronic warfare doctrine. 
Under his watch, STRATCOM accom-
plished more on electronic warfare in 
the last three years than in the pre-
vious 20. 

He also always understood the impor-
tance of America’s nuclear triad, and 
he fought to ensure it remained our top 
defense priority. Overseeing the mod-
ernization of all three legs of the nu-
clear triad is a herculean task, and Ad-
miral Richard has done a remarkable 
job working with the services and the 
National Nuclear Security Administra-
tion to keep these programs on track. 

STRATCOM has also made huge 
strides in the modernization of our Nu-
clear Command, Control, and Commu-
nications—NC3—architecture over the 
last 3 years. He oversaw the creation of 
the state-of-the-art NC3 Intelligence 
Fusion Center and the first-ever NC3 
enterprise dashboard with critically 
needed quick-status viewing. Here, too, 
the admiral broke records. I am told 
that more was accomplished in the last 
3 years than in the previous 10 in the 
modernization of our nuclear arsenal. 

Admiral Richard’s leadership weath-
ered challenging times. And his steady 
hand during the pandemic was a 
masterclass in true leadership. As our 
Nation and our world were grappling 
with the first global pandemic in over 
a century, he kept STRATCOM on the 
right track. In just 4 short days, he 
oversaw the largest shift to telework in 
STRATCOM’s history, from just a few 
individuals to nearly 1,400+ people. And 
many of them had to conduct telework 
at a classified level. 

If you ask Admiral Richard about 
any of his many accomplishments, he 
will avoid the spotlight and heap praise 
on others. But he was the leader, and 
STRATCOM is all the better for his 
leadership. 

When I learned Admiral Richard was 
retiring, I knew we would be losing a 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:24 Dec 15, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A14DE6.037 S14DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-12-15T12:10:39-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




